THERPOWERROFEDISSENT

In any functioning society, dissent is
vital. The ability to use your voice to
expose injustice and unfairnessis
what makes us able to progress. No
N» matter your views on government or
ﬂ_ how it should be run, the freedom to

o critique that government [or
‘2 whatever isin its place) is
_ fundamental,
A In a capitalistic profit-driven
. aon_m._ﬁ. ohe where corporations and
»_..m richest individuals depend on the
. current system staying stagnant (i.e.
without changes to labor laws or
climate regulations, things that
would hurt profit) itis tempting to
stifle dissenting voices that call for
changes in that system they benefit
off of. However, mostindustries
have realised the most obvious path
to stifle dissent is not the best one.
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CONTROLLINGRDISSENT

Itis far more powerful than
suppressing dissent to control it.
When you suppress dissent, it will

eventually come to light what you're
doing. If you can control the dissent
instead, it's much harder to tell, and
therefore much harder to fight
against.

Uitimately, though, how do you tell
the difference between controlled
and uncontrolled dissent?
Let's compare two examples. Both
pretty recent,

Chappell Roan's speech at the 2025
Grammy’'s, and Zul-Qarnain
Nantambu at the 2025 Super Bowl,
Before we go any further, anything
said here is the opinion of the writer
and you are of course free to hold
whatever opinion youwant.
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During Chappel Roan's 2025 Grammy
*. acceptance speech, she took the time
to call out the music industry and
how they handle healthcare.
How can we tell this is controlled
dissent? Two things.
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During the 2025 Superbowl halftime
show, Zul-Qarnajn Nantambu, one of
Kendrick Lamar's backup dancers
held up joined flags of Sudan and
Palestine.

How can we tell this is NOT controlled

1) Chappell Roan is never stopped
during her speech. Itis
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dissent? Two things.
1) Nantambu is escorted by guards

non-disruptive and easilyignored by
thosein the industry who would
._mmmm_.mm. In a way, the idea of change
is presented as just that, Anidea.
2) Chappell Roan never attempts to
disrupt the industry elsewhere. She’s
content to 90 along with terrible
companies when it suits her, like

Sephora and Roblox.

and apprehended by authorities.
2) The message isn't a universally
accepted truth (like "music industry
bad")it’s a cause that's been poorly
represented in the media, almost
entirely from one side.

And the best part? While the police
tried desperately to charge him with
acrime, Nantambu did nothing illegal,

50 they had to let him uo.
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